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Flickering Fame in Mystery Lights

CunousGlow Out onthe Mesa
Stirs Cunous Theories:

|
|
‘[_ Huminated Jack Rabbits?

By Davio Stire

Maff Reporier of Twe Wais Syarey Jounwat Judge Henderson says he

MARFA, Texas-Steven Spielberg, eal
sryr heart out. When it comes to close en
counters and strange things that go blink in
the might, residents of this Utte West Texas
wwT are a lot closer 1o the action than Haol-
v,

Fur more than 100 years, mysterious | |t Jooked lke
o his e heen reported fiickering at night
n & sparsely populated streich
y( of bere called Mitchell Flat. Many * ¢
sl they have seen the
em 25 looking lke lanterns

set k. brighter, clossr lights that blaze up
rast shadows for &

few seconds before

ﬁst Texas Town of Marfa Finds
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®

for occult speculation-and Marfa has pro
duced a bumper crop of stones identifying
ghosts or extralerresirials—
most people here think there must be a nat-
ural explanation. This isn't 10 say the expla-
tion must be down-to-earth. One resident

that the lights are caused by jack
rabbits with glowwtams chnging to their

g

Another theury has it that the ights come
from phosphorescen: minerals, ever though
no such minerals have been found here.
Some theorists prujuse St Elmo’s fire, the
static electnicity known to light up ships’
masts or airplane wings. although Mitchell
Flat hasn't any obvious source of such elec-

tricity. Others lean to swamp gas, the va-
pors from rotting vegetation that occasion-
ally burst into Nlame, but the andity of this
rangeland lends Nitle sujjort 1o that no
tion.

John Derr, a geophysicist with the US.
Geological Survey in Derver, thinks that
what are seen may be “earthquake hghts.”

| softball-size globes such as have been re

ported in places prone 10 tremors. Unforiu
nately for this theory, Marfa hasn't had any
earthquakes. In any case, earthquake lights
themselves stand in need of explanation.

he says. 1 wes (Mr. Derr thinks they may be small clouds
2 2516 Wy 208 o o i
hl'nfwm. Elobe A lot of area residents believe odd almo
two miles, thes ﬁwamdmumyg spheri effects have something 10 do il
: investigating. They recorded their the lights. Fritz Kahl, the manager
mas: Sightings aren’t that exclt- gervations in & journal. Marfa’s alrport, says he has often seen mi-
people near this town of  On March 19, 1973, according 10 the hand- || rages in the area, such as false mountains
they have seen Some- written account, the two were sitting In their || shimmering In the distance. He says Marfa
The lights have been chased from the car pear a county road 10 miles east of || 45 in a basin between mountain ranges and
and ground, gawked al by tourtsts, pho  Marfa about 10 p.m. Suddenly some horses | Ras lots of unusua) weather.
televised. Since first be- 1 3 field whinnled and bolted. Moments  An astronomer who once worked nearby
they have inspired folk- 310y, the two saw & ball of light rapidly st McDonald Observatory has a theory built
lyrics, quite-a bt of tomfoolery m&mmmmm
sclentific head-scratching. gne it. The lights, which along such lines. Eric Siiverberg says that
. has nalled down the expla- 15 be about one-half the size of a when he Jooked down toward Marfa from his
ball,” moved “behind some bushes and In :muammu.nmuummm.
front of other bushes™ and hovered briefly a used 1o see “twinkling lights well above
skeptics here who few hundred feet away before vanishing, , the horizon where there shouldn’t have been
fuss is just ranch Messrs. Wright and Kenney wrofe. w.utnmdunemmmwum
perennially mistaken for  The two never figured oul what the lights I've ever seen.” °
‘mysterious. But those are Were, but they agree that they weren't car Mr. Sliverberg belleves that what he saw
will belleve anything, ©Of ranch lights. They &lso say they have were light beams bent and carried over
never heard of Mr. Whatley's simflar report, |great distances by what Is called the No
want 1o belfeve in  &nd he says he didn‘t know of the geologists’ || vaya Zemlya effect, a “tunneling” of Nght
car lights,”  sighting. due 10 adjacent layers of air at sharply dif-
local couty  Though such taes proride feile ground [ erent ey e O cowrer, &
assure ther car or slars. .
mpan Cﬁ"‘ M‘lkv:':nlurmul:::ﬂl:
years ago; it could hardly ars
. CE the numerous sightings on cloudy nights.




