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By O.t.\1D STrrr 
~·«JJ R~,.o••n «1 Tkc ~ .. u.&n-.-.~ J ou"'"" Judcr Hrndtno:t says he has seoen dls· 

MARFA, Tuu-Sitvu Sptt rr. ut t.ant llthts Lhat SJ'IIt up and ro ln op;•JSJtr 
""'r htart out. When II comn to dose en· dut'cUons, i>b up and d ~ and ~ t ln 
cour.:t>n and strancr thlnts that blm• tn other "'~>"'car licbts areo, ._ 11l0. OMr. 
:t.f. mght, r dents of lhls lltUe \\nt Ttxas he says. ht wu huntlnt ~tob1ts OD MJtc.hrU 
h""'l: r.re a lot closer to lht acUon than HoJ· Flat ,.hen "about mtdnl(ht I U"-' a· lh:ht 
·~·· , . a1 sMntnc r1tht d a llttlt can) O!l 1 v.·as ln. 

f"«~r mort than 1 )'tars. mys1er1ous It l!td u~e lhe llradlltbt OD a Crelrht 
':••·~at' 11 rt•Nnf'd ntchnnc at nlth: traln." lt J( t'd.ln fact, a~ deal m.r the 

as :w.und a sr.arsely ")pulattd strttch IJthts ht bad sten on othtr occa.stons, only 
,. • ..-; s: of hrre c.allf'd M1tc ll rut. Man)' · closer. 

bt'-. " W)' ha\-e St't'n U lithts deKr1lwo There u aJ.s.o till' matt.tr of a reprm 
'·""m u l ut II e lanterns "'in llllf dra ... n up by two reolotists "''bo JR'tiS~t'd 

ulatum- a.nd ~t;,rfa has ~ 
ductd a bum r cror ol S1ones idmtlf)inr 
O•t Jl'hi.S U ts (If trtratf'Uf'Strials­
most p e ert lht., lhtrt must 1 nat· 
ural uJ'Ianat . Tb!s lsn~ 10 Sl)' tht tl.pla· 
nat oaa t d 11terrar0l. One rtsldent 
pro t111t tht llrhU are ca~ by jac 
rabbits .. 1t.h rto~~o 1o1ms chnttnc to their 
fur. 

AIIOtt: , ~ t)' hi!J uOiat tht hrhts C'om 
from phos tn: mltlf'rals. t\'tll thcl\lrb 
no such mlr.erals t-.a,·e • t'n found htre. 
some lhtonsts pn..;•.~Sf Sl Elmo's f1re. m: 
static tlectnclty 11 to ltrht up sbtps 
maslS or aJrplant "-lnl:$. atllwllch MttchtlJ 
Flat hasl\'t any ob\10US sourer or such tl«· 

.. ·:Mil the f Mh!Us ol lbt OUnatJ Moun· 
: .. ms. 30 miles '""'~Y· Oth n 51}' lhe) have 
tot t r.ltngbtPr, rloYr J!ibts lhat bl~ up and 
.. u: s::ad • lor a re,. steends bl!!ort fad· e~ tr1dty. Olhtrs lean to flv.'lmp cu. lhe \"' · 
n: And lhtn there are tht Tff" ns tllat t• :s from rout 'trtUH that c~on· 
l!"•t'! c out of, 1 •e Samuel WhaUey·s &lly burst lr.to name. but Olt andny of tb!s 
'W>"· I n.n,eJ&nd Strlds llnle SUl•i 11 to lhat ~ 

~l"'lt 10 ) a~ . lr. \\"rulU }' "-"a.S tlon 
t ra•mt homt a little to fore da"'Tl from hu John Ol·tT, a ttO;Ih)"liCtst 101 lht l'.S 
~•thl jOb as a computer rat or "'hen he GeoJ ·ell Sun e} lr. Oer.\'tr. tllm ;s thlt 
av. ... :.al bt UICAight v.ere car 11Chts s~ v.hat art ltt'n mt) "urthqu e hthts." 
r.t tCI ... 'lrd him on a road ast oJ t n 1lle l ftball ·sllt c .. suth as hnt l't"tD re-
f'll lh nc ht till. h uys, a cantaloup- W.BXlCO plrtt'd tn aces pronP 10 trtmors. t:nfonu 
nt'd gl of orant red IICblav-t"'!ued &nd : natety for tbis t.beofi', lufa bas 't t d any 

r.., .. fed a f feet OU"..51d th rolled~ ' wu. • ' urt.hqu es. ln nyc~. tart ua t hthts 
"\J.d o! p1c up. ~ thtrnsthn stal)d m Mt'd m f').p!anatlon 

" H U. I "'as '-Cared," e Yfl. "1 wu for urantum here In tht 1 and early (Mr. n thin ;slht) m&)' $Jllall c~ 
"a-.. J.n out uHny s in." . Whalley RYI m . Tht • John P. KeMt)' a.n<1 El• o1 charcto<S panlclfs.l 
bt r"'" nod ace.el r~tor, but tht , r lobe wnrht. ~e ra.s.c:tnated v.1th the ll~hlS A Jot of area rtstdents ~llt\f tJdd atmo-
s:a~t"All h m tOt ablUt mlles, then 1.nd spent a nwnber of nlrhts Oil MllcheU phtr1c dftclS havl' somtOunc to do v.1l) 
)Udd ~dtuppelRd. • nii tnvesUr<itlnr . Tbey rded lhelr ob- lhf uc u . Fritz. Kahl, U:e manarer ol 

( h ~ rhtln arc'tlhat exdt· servatJoru ln a Journal. Marfa's alrport, A)'S bt lw chen Sffll mJ. 
nt. • eat many e near lhts toWn of On Much 19. 1973, a.ecord.lnr to the h1.nd · races In the aru. suc.b as falst> mounta as 
:.!/i rt ('M\inced they ha\ t ~D somt· vmuen account. the '""'0 '"ere ,nll.nr ln their shlmmtnnc Ia tht dlsl&n(e. Ht says lana 
tmrg. Tht I tht.~ ha\t ~ chued from the car neu a county road 10 miles u..st of ts In a basin bf!t,.Hn mountain ranrts and 

.. u and , ra .. ed at by tou.rtslS, pho , Marfa about 10 p.m. Sudoents·~mt ho~ 1 hu IOU o1 cnusua.J "-ULhtr. 
w apbtd a.nd eYen tele\1sed, Stnce rtrst be- In a rteld ,..hlMJe<j and bOlted Moments An astronomer "- hO Ofl(t "- Ot~td ntarby 
nr 1t~ ned t.n Jti83. 01ey ha"e lnsplrf'<S fo!X· later, the two u w a b&lJ o! UCht rapidly at McrAmald ObseJ'\atory twa OINt)' built 
~on. sonr Jyr1u, qtjt-e-e bit of tom.t ery movtnr 1n trom lht soutll-.est. w1Lh 1.n0ther I 
&ncS some h rd enUflc hnd ·scn.t.chlnr. one bfollind lt.. Tbe Jlrhu .. Whlcb " apptued alone such hn~'· Eric Sth·er~r st)S Lhal 
.'i'oone. tvn. hu nailed d Ole upla· 10 be about OM·half Ole 'tu of a basket· v.'btn he td :nto"" ard Marl~!~~ 
aauon. ball •• tnO\ t'd " behl.nd 10mf bushes and l pt'rC.b MOWlt 1ft t. t, mill'S lCI uoe tAU "'• 

Who J GuWble! rron't of other bushts .. a.nd hoHrtd br1dly a ht u.std to "'e "' t•'ln llnr llthts. "'ell 1 \t 
tev.· hundrtd feet u ay be fort va.ntshlnr . 1 tht horll.On '•.'here 01trtsh0Wdn l baH bc'u 
Mt!o.SI'$. Wr1rht llld Kenne)' V.'T'Ott . any. ll v.u Of!e o! the mcl$1 ~~\~nclnc Uf"() 

To bt sure. lhert an akepUa httt ""ho 
u y the snurct of all the fuss 1.s just ranch 
aDd car ll&ht.s ~rtMially mistaken for 
St..!ffitlhtnr mon ·mY'ttr1ous. But lh06t &n 
U\t Hnd of rot w •1U belle'e &nythtnc. 
Clt.htr Marfans uy. 

'"Jhe peop e who don' t want lO bt.IIeve ln 
tht llrhu ttrun out that thfy'rt car Ur hts," 
uys Ctlarllt Henderson, lht loc.&J counry 
Judre _., lhcy' rt not, I assure you lhey' rt 
Mt.•• w 

The 1"'0 nt\·er flrurt'd out v.1lat the llrhts phtnomtna I \t t\er ten. 
v.ert but they •rret that the)· weren't car Mr. Slherbtrc 11 'lltS that v.hat he saw 
or rW.h llr hu. The)' aao say the) htve "' re lirht beams nt and carrl~ o'.tr 
nt\ er htard of Mr. Whatley's 11mUar report. rrnt dlstancn by ... ~! ls call~. lht l' l> 
a.ncS ~ uys he didn't k.nov. of lhe rtolofUlS'I uya z.tmb-a t!ff'(t, a aunn.-llnr of I rht 
sfrhtJnc. due 10 adjacent la)'t:S of a.Jr at sharp!) c1U 

Thour b sucb tales pro,1ot fertile rrounc1 ftrent trmPtn.tures. Tht rce cou1d bt t l· 
thtr car lith~ ot lirltht stars. Of coumo, ll 

C,C!:)N ·r couldn't haYe bten car ltt:hts In tht cast I 
M~ ye. ars aco: IJ1d u ('ould hardly bt "ars In 

G. E \he numerous s1rhtlnp oa cloudy n ~hlS . • 


